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booked through from or to another railway. The Eastern Beng
Railway introduced, as an experimental measure, third-class ordinal
return tickets costing one and two-thirds of a single fare, the perk
of availability varying from 2 to^ 18 days according to distane
Most of the railways continued to quote special rates for fres
fruit in wagon loads so as to facilitate long-distance movemen
Reduced or special rates were also charged for commodities lit
rice, wheat, cotton and sugarcane, the object being to encourage th
transportation of such goods; by train rather than by road motor.

Railway Advisory Committees, which continued to function o:
all class I railways (except the Jodhpur Railway) and on the Bars
Light Railway, afford railway administrations a valuable means o
contact with their clientele.   During the year under review thes<
Committees held 105 meetings at which a variety of subjects wer<
discussed.   Among the more important were increase in accommoda
tion for long-distance third-class passengers, improvements in third
class carriages, the present system of catering at stations and or.
trains, improvement of booking facilities, elimination of one of the
existing four classes of accommodation and special arrangements foi
festivals.   Pamphlets summarising the decisions taken on the points
discussed by the Committees are published quarterly by the Railway
Board,

The Railway Rates Advisory Committee again worked with Sir

Zahid Suhrawardy as President.   Two fresh cases were referred to

them during the year under review.   One was a complaint from the

Engineering  and   Building Products Company, Lahore, regarding

the   classification   of   " Upsou  Board"   and   " Upson   Insulating

Board "  (i.e.9 boards of a special composition used for insulating

or building purposes in ceilings, walls or floorings), and the other,

a complaint  from the  Bengal Nagpur   Cotton   Mills   Company,

Calcutta, against the North-Western, Great Indian Peninsula and

Bengal Nagpur Railways regarding the rates charged for cotton

from certain stations in the Punjab to Rajnandgaon,   The first

ease was still under enquiry at the close of the year; but in the

second, the Committee were of opinion that the rates were not

unreasonable.   Of the seven cases pending at the beginning of the

year, the Committee reported on five.   The Government of India

accepted their view in two of these; in a third the complaint was

withdrawn on the railway administration concerned agreeing to cancel